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“Food is failing us.” This is the overwhelming con-
sensus from a variety of critical stakeholders, from 

the most recent Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) 2019 report highlighting the 
centrality of food and land use systems to the dy-
namics of climate change, to the conservative think 

tank, Foreign Policy, as expressed in the opinion 
essay by Jason Hickel entitled, The Global Food Cri-
ses is here.  Indeed, as Rockstrom et al, (2019) com-
ment: “Food systems hold a firm grip over the sta-

bility of the Earth system and the future of humani-
ty.” To highlight this, they point out that unhealthy 
food is the world’s biggest killer, with diet related 
chronic diseases estimated to be responsible for 11 

million premature deaths in 2017 alone. This is in 

tandem with the fact that globally, the number of 
persons who are hungry and malnourished is in-

creasing, with FAO (2019) estimating this number 
to be 2 billion (with severe and moderate level of 

food insecurity). 

In this short reflection paper, I will argue that this 

crises calls for a modern day marronage that in-
vokes 3 D thinking, that is: 1) Divergent, 2) Disrup-
tive and 3) Decolonial intellectual frameworks in 
order to flee the untenable neoliberal-reformist 

agenda of saving clauses, silver bullets and a sub-
lime forgetfulness that acts to preserve the Planta-

tion logic of racialized food regimes. 

Abstract: 
Food Systems In Crises: Contradictions and Vital Imperatives  
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Framed by the COVID-19 and other cri-
ses, the SALISES rural research cluster 
seeks to advance critical and decolonial 
rethinking for a paradigm reset in order 
to realize secure rural futures and au-
thentic development pathways.  Through 

this series, we will engage rural stake-
holders in the region and elsewhere for  
realizing the SDG goals, vital to this clus-
ter,  of zero hunger, good health and 
wellbeing, plus decent work and growth 

in the context of the Plantationocene. 
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