
U.W.I. 60th Anniversary 

T 
he University of the West Indies celebrates its 60th anniversary 

this year 2008. From humble beginnings in 1948, with 33 

students from across the Caribbean entering the fledgling 

University College in Jamaica, The University of the West Indies 

(UWI) has evolved into the region‟s flagship institution of higher 

learning, today serving more than 15 Caribbean countries. 

T he UWI as part of its Strategic Plan (2007-2012), has created an Open Campus “to 

enable the University to expand the scope, enhance the appeal and improve the 

efficiency of its service to the individuals, communities and countries which it 

serves.” 

  

The new Open Campus will absorb the present outreach sector of the UWI, including the 

School of Continuing Studies (SCS), of which the Caribbean Child Development Centre 

has been a specialized unit.   

 

 The CCDC is now a part of the new Consortium for Social Research and Development 

along with the other specialized units of the former SCS:  Social Welfare Training Centre, 

Women and Development Unit, the Human Resource Development Unit, and the Hugh 

Lawson Shearer Trade Union Education Institute. The Consortium will enable improved 

coordination and collaboration among the units, especially related to research, and serve 

as a resource body for the Open Campus.  

  

The individual units will also continue to carry out their present functions which serve 

their specific mandates.  The mission statement of the new Consortium is: óIn furtherance 

of the UWI mission, the Consortium will work to enable the vulnerable and socially 

disadvantaged within the Caribbean to attain their full potential through formal and non-

formal education, research and technical assistance using a person-centered approach.‟ 

  

Professor Julie Meeks Gardner will serve as the first Director of the Consortium. 

CCDC is a part of the UWIõs new Open Campus  

Caribbean Link for Child Development 
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Children on the 

playground. 

 

  
A RIGHTS  PERSPECTIVE ï IN  THE  BEST INTEREST  OF CHILDREN  

 

It is time we place less emphasis on children as agents of the future – future actors and 

decision makers (citizens, consumers, and voters) and focus on children as „the present‟, 

here and now, valued individuals whose current well-being and opinions are paramount.  

 

Over the last 20 years, we have become familiar with The UN Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC) which was ratified in 1989. Most of us are aware of its provisions, we 

understand that it promotes the best interests of children, and increasingly, we are seeing 

this global consensus gives children rights that are legally binding. But international 

agreements and government commitments alone cannot fulfill the promise of improving 

the situation of children. We cannot effectively address children‟s issues, establish 

research agendas, allocate resources and implement effective policies and programmes 

without first understanding the rights and responsibilities that are central to each and 

every issue. 

 

Good governance of children‟s issues requires a coordinated multi-sectoral approach, not 

one that is characterized by inter-agency responsibility-shifting but rather by 

collaboration that efficiently brings together agencies, expertise, children‟s viewpoints 

and resources to develop, implement, and evaluate policies and programmes on a regular 

basis. The CRC provides a holistic framework for viewing, analyzing, and addressing the 

immediate and future challenges our children face, which include the establishment of 

regulations and monitoring systems that equally apply to public and private stakeholders 

whose decisions and actions impact on children (from birth to 18 years).  

 

Children‟s voices and opinions, including those of the young and most vulnerable, should 

no longer be ignored in planning and implementation as their needs have been 

transformed into the realm of human rights. The sooner we adjust our own individual and 

collective new mindset as „duty-bearers‟, the sooner we will gain fresh perspectives and 

innovative ways of dealing with children‟s issues.  

 

The development of research agendas and implementation of policies for Caribbean 

children requires comprehension of children‟s rights in relation to their realities. We are 

now obligated to view children as active participants in setting standards against which 

development is to be measured. Public awareness efforts are teaching our children that 

they are „rights holders‟ and that their parents and virtually every adult and organization 

serving them are „duty bearers‟. Yet few of us truly understand the implications or are 

well equipped to face the new challenges of redefining our responsibilities, addressing 

children‟s needs in relation to their evolving capacities and how to approach our 

relationships to children. 

...cont‟d on page 3 
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Considering our cultural traditions and values, how can 

we convince most, or even some stakeholders that 

children must be encouraged and allowed to be active 

participants in the development of any and all major 

decisions about them? The importance of their 

participatory roles cannot be overstated as their 

viewpoints and needs are to be heard and incorporated 

into planning and policy. This challenges us to re-

examine our roles and responsibilities. More 

importantly, we are challenged to examine our values. 

How many of us even see the need to alter some of our 

personal attitudes and behaviours toward children? 

 

There are many dimensions of Caribbean children‟s 

lives that are unique to the region and specific 

contextual factors that require endemic, responsive 

interventions. It is up to us, not donors or foreign 

collaborators, to figure out how best to live up to our 

promise of improving the situation of our Caribbean 

children. Donors and foreign collaborators are resources,  

not solutions. The CRC provides a set of tools for us to 

increase our knowledge about children and to direct all 

initiatives aimed at contributing to the well-being and 

development of Caribbean children.  

 

The gap between Caribbean children‟s present situation 

and the rights that are due to them is massive. The 

absence of financial and human resources significantly 

limits our region‟s capacity and leaders‟ political will 

to ensuring children‟s rights. Reducing the gap requires 

dramatic changes in our individual and collective 

approaches – in our perceptions, values, legislation, 

resource allocation, partnerships and interventions.  

Knowledge of children‟s rights is the first step in this 

long journey towards the fulfillment of rights. If we 

intend to prepare and enable children to make informed 

decisions, we too must be informed and prepared. We 

must be equipped with information, data and skills to 

effectively respond to children‟s current, evolving 

challenges. Implementation of the CRC demands new 

skills, roles and responsibilities of oneself and within 

organizations serving children. Child Rights education 

seems the logical, next best step for impacting policy 

and practice: to establishing clear, realistic goals and 

objectives with appropriate measures in place; to 

operationalizing the objectives; to evaluating expected 

and unanticipated outcomes; and, to ensuring lasting, 

significant effects. 

 

Child Rights Education Course  

O ur knowledge and expertise determines how well we 

respond to new trends, data, policies and priorities 

that emerge. CCDC is answering the repeated call for 

Child Rights Education, for opportunities to equip 

stakeholders with the knowledge and skills required to 

translate the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

principles into appropriate, effective field-based 

intervention strategies.  

 

Plans are underway to develop an inter-disciplinary course 

for professionals and paraprofessionals that will be piloted 

locally and eventually offered regionally. UNICEF– 

Jamaica is supporting the pilot course implementation. 

 

Children playing at Kids on Campus, CCDC 
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educators, advocates and organizations), as well as to 

strengthen the capacity of classroom teachers in the 

English-speaking Caribbean to teach democratic values 

and practices in their classrooms. A distance education 

course for educators to bring democratic values and 

practices into their classrooms is under construction 

and is scheduled to be implemented later this year. 

CCDC participated in the first stakeholder consultation, 

held in Barbados last July, and provides support 

through the Regional Advisory Committee.  

For more information, visit: 

http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/index-e.htm. 

 

The Lancet Series on Child Development 
 

T 
he CCDC contributed to the Lancet series on 

Child Development in Developing Countries, 

published in 2007. The series was presented at 

special occasions in London, Toronto and Dhaka, and 

at a launch in Kingston, Jamaica in November hosted 

jointly  by the CCDC and the Office of the Vice 

Chancellor of UWI, with support from the EFJ and 

UNICEF.  

 

Professor Meeks Gardner continues to serve as an 

active member of the International Early Child 

Development Committee (IECDC) which developed 

Organization of American States (OAS) 

Projects 

 

Puente Project 
 

CCDC‟s Professor Meeks coordinates the UWI team 

advising the OAS “Puente in the Caribbean” Project. 

“Puente” is a Chilean social development/ poverty 

reduction programme that is being adapted for the 

Caribbean. Caribbean participants from Jamaica, St. 

Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago were given the 

opportunity to observe programme activities and learn 

more about the successes and challenges during an 

internship held in Chile, November 12-21, 2007. 

Participants are now preparing to carry out the 

transference programme in their respective countries. 

Democratic Citizenship Project  

Improving principles of democracy through 

teacher training 
 

I n July 2007, the OAS Department of Education and 

Culture, with seed funding from the Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA) invited 

CCDC to participate in a regional consultation for the 

development of Education for Democratic Citizenship 

in the Caribbean: A Distance Course for Education. 

This three year project seeks to strengthen existing 

policy frameworks for the teaching of democratic 

values and practices in consultation with regional 

stakeholders (ministries, policymakers, researchers, 

Regional and International Collaboration 

Childwatch International Research Network 
 

H aving members come together for the Caribbean Child Research 

Conference, the CCDC hosted the annual meeting of the Latin 

American and Caribbean Network of Childwatch  International at the 

Centre on October 25th, 2007.  

 

We took this opportunity to also host the Board Meeting of Childwatch 

International, including 9 participants from Brazil, Colombia, Jamaica, 

Norway, South Africa, and the USA, in Trelawny, Jamaica.   
 

Childwatch Board Members and 

 UWI Colleagues 

I S S U E  1  
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Students Matter 
 

P ost-graduate students continue to receive 

supervision from Professor Julie Meeks Gardner in 

their pursuit of Masters and Doctoral studies and CCDC 

continues to host exchange students from the University 

of Michigan‟s 2007 Minority Health and  Health 

Disparities International Research Training, (MHIRT)  

Project.  

 

Last summer, our two MHIRT research trainees, Eden 

Brand and Ryan Petteway assisted in conducting an 

analysis of psychosocial support programmes for 

children infected/affected by HIV.   

 

All programmes in Jamaica which offered psychosocial 

support to HIV infected and/or affected children were 

catalogued and their level of psychosocial support 

assessed.  Eden returned to Jamaica in October and 

presented on  „Psychosocial Programming for HIV/AIDS 

Affected/Infected Children in Jamaica‟ at the Caribbean 

Child Research Conference 2007.   

We look forward to hosting the 2009 MHIRT Project 

research trainees 

 

CCDCõs Resource Centre 

O 
ur librarian/ information officer, Kisha Sawyers, continues to assist students, UWI staff, researchers and 

many others to access information on children in the Caribbean. She updates the CCDC website, collects and 

prepares papers for the Inter-American Children‟s Institute (IIN)  database, and contributes to the 

development of other CCDC databases of publications as well as other documents related to children in the 

Caribbean .  

 

CCDC Websites and databases are accessible at http://uwi.edu/opencampus/ccdc/default.aspx.  In order  to facilitate 

our networking and information sharing, the CCDC recently commissioned a re-design of our website.  Through 

this website we facilitate access to our bibliographic, programme and organizational databases: 

http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu  includes the Children‟s Issues Coalition (ChIC) database of electronic 

bibliographic references on children and family-related research in the Caribbean  

 (http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/reference/); 

http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/programme/  the programme database on violence prevention; 

http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/hivprogramme/ HIV-related programmes for children; and, 

http://iin.oea.org/search/advqueryopd.asp the  IIN (Inter-American Children‟s Institute) databases.  CCDC 

is the host institution in the Caribbean for the extensive databases of documents, institutions and 

programmes of this specialized centre of the OAS.  We hosted training by IIN personnel of several 

Caribbean librarians in the use of these databases, and are the point source for their dissemination across 

the Caribbean.   

CaribECD website < http://uwi.edu/opencampus/caribecd/default.aspx>. The Caribbean Early Childhood 

Development (CaribECD) website collaborative project with the Dudley Grant Memorial Trust and the 

Institute of Education is presently being maintained by the CCDC.   

 

http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu
http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/reference/
http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/programme/
http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/hivprogramme/
http://iin.oea.org/search/advqueryopd.asp
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Networking 
2007 Caribbean Child Research Conference 

 

T he Centre co-chaired, with SALISES, the second annual Caribbean Child Research Conference held in 

October, 2007.   

 

The forum was truly international, it facilitated the presentation and discussion of over 50 papers from the Caribbean 

and Latin America, and over 200 high school children from 48 high schools and colleagues from around the globe 

participated.  

 

The participation of children was an important component of the Conference as it exposed young people to quality 

research undertaken on their behalf and encouraged their own research efforts. All high schools in Jamaica were 

invited to submit research papers carried out by students on a topic related to children.  

 

The best papers were presented at the conference and prizes awarded for stellar work. The 2007 Outstanding Child 

Researcher awardee was St. Hugh‟s High School sixth-former, Danielle Edwards. 

 

The Conference also hosted a CD Launch on selected peer reviewed papers from the 2006 conference. 

 

The Distinguished Child Researcher Award, supported by UNICEF, provides a research grant for child-related 

research, and was presented at the Conference. The 2007 awardee was Professor Elsa Leo-Rhynie. 

The CCDC made 5 presentations at the Research Conference : 

 

1. Lewis, K.G., Meeks Gardner, J., Thomas, J.  Feeding styles of urban Jamaican mothers and the effect on their 

childrenôs nutritional status. 

2. Petteway, R., Brandt, E.  Psychosocial programming for HIV/AIDS affected and infected children in Jamaica. 

3. Thomas, J, Irwin Carby, N.  Documenting HIV/AIDS intervention programmes for Jamaican children. 

4. Charles, L., Gallimore, H.  Costs, financing and sustainability of the early childhood sector in Anguilla and 

Belize. 

5. Meeks Gardner, J., Powell, C., Lewis, Y., Thomas, J.  Interventions to reduce aggression among young children: 

a pilot study. 

Children at the Caribbean Child Research Conference 2007 held in 

Kingston at the Jamaica Conference Centre 
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Technical Assistance 

T he Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) supported Child Focus III Project: Strengthening Early 

Childhood Development (2006-07) is near completion.  

 

Utilizing outputs of the Inter-American Development Bank-funded Child Focus II Project, technical assistance 

was provided in: 

 

1. Early Childhood Curriculum Development by consultant Dr. Donna Chin Fatt who worked with 

practitioners to integrate the Learning Outcomes Model into the existing early childhood curriculum in 

Grenada and Montserrat; 

2. Early Childhood Sector Costs, Financing and Sustainability. Case studies, undertaken in Anguilla and 

Belize by Leon Charles, demonstrated the costs, investment and sustainability options for financing a sub

-sector that delivers services of quality and that ensures coverage to those who need them most;  

3. Developing Early Childhood Regulatory Frameworks in the Cayman Islands and St. Lucia. Dr. Winston 

McCalla examined the legislation, regulations and standards in both countries, outlining recommended 

structures and function for the monitoring and implementation of an early childhood regulatory 

framework. 

 

This Project supported regional communication enabling CCDC to maintain its link with regional ECD 

colleagues and outputs will be shared with the relevant government agencies across the region. . The Reports on 

each component will soon be available on our web page http://uwi.edu/opencampus/ccdc/default.aspx. 

C C D C  L I N K  

The following publications are available from the CCDC library: 

 

1. Wachs, T.D., Chang, S.M., Walker, S.P. & Meeks Gardner, J.M.  (2007) Relation of birth weight, maternal 

intelligence and mother-child interactions to cognitive and play competence of Jamaican two-year old 

children Intelligence, 35: 605-622.  

 

2. Wasserman,G.A., Xinhua L., Factor-Litvack, P., Meeks Gardner, J. & Joseph H. Graziano, J.H. (2008)

Developmental impacts of heavy metals and undernutrition.  Basic and Clinical Pharmacology & Toxicology. 

102: 212 - 217. 

 

3. Henry-Lee, A., Meeks Gardner, J. Promoting Child Rights Through Research:  Selected proceedings of the 

Caribbean Child Research Conference, 2006.  Publication as compact disc October, 2007.  Printed copy 

expected early 2008. 

Recent Publications  
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Also in the News  

     Early Childhood Matters  
 

Jamaicaôs Early Childhood Act and Regulations Take Effect 
 

P arents, practitioners and operators have been given notice - anyone wishing to operate an Early Childhood 

Institution (ECI) in Jamaica must now do so under the regulation and supervision of the Early Childhood 

Commission (ECC). The Early Childhood Act and Regulations, enacted in October 2007, describe the requirements 

that an ECI must meet in order to legally operate. Current operators were expected to submit their applications by 

February 29, 2008. Many are apprehensive, unsure of the many daunting implications. Very few are in the position 

to meet all requirements. 

 

In 2007, with support from the Caribbean Development Bank-funded Enhancement of Basic Schools Project, the 

Jamaican Government embarked on a national public education Campaign and provided island-wide sensitization 

training for stakeholders.  

 

This initiative was received with mixed emotions as stakeholders welcomed the development of standards and 

praised the efforts to promote best practices, however many remained concerned about the financial and human 

resources required to meet minimum standards. 

 

The greatest concern seemed to be the impact on affordability and accessibility to quality care. Most stakeholders 

expressed concern that fees will have to be increased well above and beyond the reach of most parents and some 

centres will be forced to shut down. The ECC has assured stakeholders that there is no need to panic. Rather, ECIs 

must now work with the Commission to bring their operations up to minimum standards.  

 

Significant changes are in store for this sector and drastic improvements are expected in the operation, management 

and administration of the sector, eventually.  

 

CCDC continues to collaborate with the ECC. For further information, visit www.ecc.gov.jm 

C C D C  L I N K  

CaribECD Website back on-line  

CCDC is presently  hosting of the Caribbean Early Childhood (CaribECD) website  which is now back on-line. 

Other partners of the website include the Dudley Grant Memorial Trust and the Institute of Education. Early 

Childhood colleagues are reminded to submit updates, to visit the site and to provide feedback. 

I S S U E  1  

http://uwi.edu/ 

opencampus/caribecd/ 

default.aspx 
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Also in the News Contõdé 

GENERAL COMMENT 7  (GC7)ï Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood  

G 
eneral Comments are formal statements in which the Committee on the Rights of the Child explains how 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child should be understood. The GC7 was developed to place 

greater emphasis on the recognition of child rights in the early childhood period and to increase 

awareness of the importance of this period to child development. Young children are viewed as a country‟s 

youngest citizens with rights, subjects actively participating in their development, rather than viewed and 

treated merely as objects of care and protection. 

Jamaica is constructing a Positive Agenda for rights in early childhood (funded by Bernard Van Leer 

Foundation), which respects the youngest children as persons in their own right. This agenda recognizes that 

young child have requirements for the exercise of their rights, including physical nurturance, emotional care 

and sensitive guidance, and the time and space for social play, exploration and learning. A framework of laws, 

policies and programmes for early childhood, including a plan for implementation and independent monitoring 

was recently established. For more information, visit www.ecc.gov.jm . 

C C D C  L I N K  

Childrenõs Code for Programming  

Raising content standards in the media 
 

Jamaica‟s Broadcasting Commission has taken a bold step in raising content standards on cable, radio and 

television. The Children‟s Code for Programming sets out standards for television, radio and cable 

programming. The Code targets content with explicit sex, violence, bad language (obscene, profane or 

derogatory language), and privacy and exploitation of children. The Commission has invited professionals in 

education, health, and child rights advocacy to serve as volunteer monitors of media output. For more 

information, visit www.broadcom.org or email info@broadcom.org. 

 

We encourage all of our colleagues across the globe to serve as monitors, wherever you are. If you see or hear 

any programmes, songs, music, videos, news items or commercials that you believe are in breach of  

appropriate standards for child exposure, BE PROACTIVE and report it to your local broadcasting authority. 

 

We must also call on parents and caregivers to be vigilant and proactive in monitoring children‟s exposure to 

video games and the internet, to ensure that the content in age or developmentally appropriate. 

I S S U E  1  
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Children and Violence 
 

T he collaborative research project (with the Faculty of Education and the Tropical Metabolic Research 

Institute) on „Promoting young childrenôs social and emotional competence and preventing aggression in 

basic schoolsô, funded by UNICEF and the Environmental Foundation of Jamaica, was completed. Visit our 

webpage for more information on the results ( http://uwi.edu/opencampus/ccdc/default.aspx). The intervention 

resulted in significant benefits to teachers‟ classroom management and student's behaviour. 

 

The CCDC completed data analysis and a report on a survey initiated by the Safe Schools Programme (Ministry 

of National Security) on gangs in Jamaican schools.  The results are being prepared as a paper for the academic 

community and will be shared regionally in our 2008 E-forum Series. Visit our website for more information. In 

spite of a number of limitations of the study, it clearly shows for the first time the widespread nature of school 

gang problems across Jamaica. 

 

The CCDC also contributed to an Organization of American States (OAS) multi-country Youth Gangs study. 

Findings from the first component, a Caribbean survey of definitions of gangs and gang activities will soon be 

available in a published report from the OAS. 

 

Our Violence Prevention Programme Inventory (on programmes targeting violence reduction among children in 

Jamaica over the period 2000 – 2005), funded by UNICEF, is available via our website. Plans are in place to 

update the database. 

 

We are seeking funds to conduct further research on children and gangs and to expand the research to include 

comparison cohorts in other Caribbean countries and/or Caribbean children in the Diaspora. 

 

 

Children and HIV   
 

T he Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) continues to support our work. In December, 2007, Joan 

Thomas, CCDC Research Fellow, and consultant Natalie Irwin-Carby completed an inventory and 

electronic database of Jamaican projects and programmes (2001-2007) targeting HIV infected/ affected 

children in December, 2007. The findings and introduction to the database were presented to stakeholders in a 

November workshop. For more information, visit our webpage <http://ccdcresearch.mona.uwi.edu/

hivprogramme/>. 

 

Plans for 2008 include strengthening our HIV research and communications programme. A proposal to develop 

and pilot study interventions to support  HIV infected/affected children is being developed. 

 
 

CCDCõs Research Agenda 

I S S U E  1  
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P rofessionals working for children from multiple disciplines across the Caribbean, recently gathered in Guyana 

for a special meeting of CARICOM‟s Council for Human and Social Development (COHSOD).  Dr. Meeks 

Gardner presented the findings and updates from the Caribbean Study on Children and Violence in her presentation 

on “Violence against Caribbean children, what can be done?” 

 

The meeting also included presentations on: 

 

1. Child Survival and Protection, including: 

 

Programming for children affected by emergencies and climate change 

Establishing a comprehensive child legislative framework and effective implementing mechanisms for 

greater protection 

Child survival and development and the role of health promotion 

 

2. Early Childhood Services and Adolescent Development, including: 

 

Expanding access to Early Childhood provision 

Establishing policy, standards and regulations in Early Childhood Development services 

Supporting adolescent development 

 

3. Child Safety and Security, including: 

 

Securing children‟s rights to identity and dignity as the foundation for enjoyment of all rights 

 

A major issue considered at the COHSOD was the extremely serious impact of climate change. Given the 

Caribbean‟s vulnerability to climate sensitive-hazards such as floods, droughts, hurricanes and storm surges, and 

that climate change will amplify both the magnitude of the hazards and their consequential impacts on children, 

policy and practice must aim to mitigate the consequences of climate change and emergencies that children born 

today will have to face by the time they become adults, if not before.   

 

2007 Regional Child Development E-Forum Series 

funded by UNESCO 

Forum 1:    Internet Forum on Children and Violence in Schools, hosted February 19 - March 12, 2007 
 

Forum 2:    UWIDEC Teleconference on Children and HIV/AIDS, held June 5, 2007 
 

Forum 3:    UWIDEC Teleconference on Child Rights, held September 28, 2007 
  

Reports on each forum are available from CCDC's web site at  <http://uwi.edu/ccdc/forum/default.aspx>. 

Special COHSOD for Children 

I S S U E  1  
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The Georgetown Declaration on Building a Region Fit for Children 

For the survival, development, protection dignity, and participation of 

Children within the Caribbean Community  

 

W e the Ministers of the Caribbean Community with responsibility for Children together with representatives 

of regional and international development organizations and regional educational institutions participating 

in the Twelfth Special Meeting of the Council for Human and Social Development (COHSOD) on Children at 

the Guyana International Conference Centre, Turkeyen, 17th – 19th March, 2008;  

 

Aiming  to ensure the right to survival, development, protection, dignity and participation of Children within the 

Caribbean Community; 

 

Affirming the commitment of the Caribbean Community to the realization of the rights of all Children as 

enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child which defines a Child as every human being below the age 

of eighteen; 

 

Reaffirming our commitment to investing in Children as both a national and a regional development priority; 

 

Noting with grave concern the adverse effects on Children of natural disasters, climate change, violence, HIV 

and AIDS, child abuse and exploitation, family separation and migration, malnutrition, including obesity and other 

lifestyle related diseases; 

  

Recognising that optimizing the development of Children from early childhood to adolescence, through  health 

care, early stimulation, development monitoring, parenting and community support, quality education, and safe 

and protective environments is fundamental to determining the well being and life chances of our Children. 

 

Emphasising the importance of the family, spiritual and intellectual development, cultural identity and diversity, 

physical activity and psychosocial well-being to the holistic development of our Children. 

 

Commit to the following actions aimed at improving the well being of Children in the Caribbean Community 

through: 

The establishment of mechanisms to improve the quality of, and increase access to inclusive early childhood 

care,  education and development services and in particular, for vulnerable and marginalized Children 

The strengthening of protective environments in homes, schools and communities 

The reforming of legislation and protection systems for Children 

The extension of social protection and welfare programmes to ensure equity of opportunity and to enhance  

life  chances to guarantee holistic development 

The improvement of research, disaggregated data collection and monitoring systems to inform policy and  

interventions 

The implementation of Health and Family Life Education for Children in and out of school 

The development and delivery of parenting education programmes to build capacity to deliver quality care 

The completion and adoption of the Caribbean Cooperation in Health III with a particular focus on continued  

reduction of child and infant mortality nutrition-related non-communicable diseases and  increased physical  

activity in and out of school success.  

Georgetown Declaration  

C C D C  L I N K  
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The consideration of children and their particular needs in the revision of the Caribbean Regional Strategic     

Framework for HIV and AIDS (CRSF). 

 

The retention of Children and  in education, enabling both boys and girls to complete their schooling to the 

best  of their ability. 

 

The active engagement of Children in understanding and contributing to the development of their 

communities,  including through the use of various media and Information and Communication Technologies 

(ICTs). 

 

Actions geared to reducing the digital divide in order to  promote equitable development of our Children. 

 

Strengthening the Children‟s programme and Children‟s participation in CARIFESTA 

 Development and implementation of national policies that take Children into consideration and that adequate  

resources are made available for its implementation. 

 

Also commit to: 

 

Raising awareness of the importance of acting now to address the causes and consequences of climate 

change;  

Advocating to effect the policy, technical, attitudinal and behavioural changes needed to ensure the 

survival and development of the next generation in a world affected by climate change; 

Strategic planning in disaster preparedness and management for and with Children; 

Educating our Children of all age groups on the dangers of substance use and abuse; 

Strategic planning and advocacy for addressing violence against children;  

Monitoring progress of implementation at the national level through National COHSODs and reporting to 

COHSOD on an annual basis. 

Agree to  the commitments set out herein, recognizing that political will at the highest level is critical to  success  

Georgetown, Guyana, 19th March 2008. 

 

 

C A R I B B E A N  L I N K  

Georgetown Declaration Contõd... 

I S S U E  1  

 

CCDCõs Mission Statement 

Our mission is to provide support for holistic development of Caribbean children through collaborative research to 

inform policy and program development, information management and dissemination, training, public service and 

promotion of the best possible outcomes for children. 


